THE   EDDT   BROTHERS

one's expectations and desires. He was no mystic
dreamer but a very practical man of affairs, and some
of his psychic research observations have met with far
less attention than they deserve.

Olcott remained for ten weeks in the Vermont
atmosphere, which must in itself have been a feat of
considerable endurance, with plain fare, hard living
and uncongenial hosts. He came away with some-
thing very near to personal dislike for his morose
entertainers, and at the same time with absolute con-
fidence in their psychic powers* Like every wise in-
vestigator, he refuses to give blank certificates of
character, and will not answer for occasions upon which
he was not present, nor for the future conduct of those
whom he is judging. He confines himself to his
actual experience, and in fifteen remarkable articles
which appeared in the New York Daily Graphic in
October and November, 1874, he gave his full results
and the steps which he had taken to check them.
Reading these, it is difficult to suggest any precaution
which he had oMtted.

His first care was to examine the Eddy history.
It was a good but not a spotless record. It cannot be
too often insisted upon that the medium is a mere
instrument and that the gift has no relation to char-
acter. This applies to physical phenomena, but not
to mental, for no high teaching could ever come
through a low channel. There was nothing wrong
in the record of the brothers, but they had once
admittedly given a fake mediumistic show, announc-
ing it as such and exposing tricks. This was probably
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